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The object before Islam appears to be to raise the moral
status of society and to minimize the chances of illicit sexual relations
growing up between the sexes. Hence the free intermingling of the
two sexes has been prohibited in Islam.

(7)    Use of Intoxicants :

The use of intoxicating liquors was prohibited during the
period of Madina and the earliest revelation on this point runs as
hereunder:

"They question thee about strong drink and games of
chance. Say: in both is great sin, and (some) utility for
men; but the sin of them is greater than their
usefulness.95

This was the first stage in the prohibition of wine, but it was
more of a recommendatory nature as it only says that the
disadvantages of the use of intoxicating liquors preponderate over
their advantage. The next stage was that in which the Muslims were
prohibited for coming to mosques while drunk:

"Oye who believe! Draw not near unto prayer when
ye are drunken, till ye know that which ye utter......."%

And finally intoxicating liquors were definitely forbidden in the
following verse:

"0 ye who believe! strong drink and games of chance
and idols and divining arrows are only an infamy of
Satan's handiwork, leave it aside in order that ye may
succeed.97

As wine is prohibited on account of its intoxication, it is stated
in the Hadith that every intoxicant is prohibited. The sayings of the
Prophet in this regard are as follows:

95.     Qur'an2:219.
96.     Qur'an4:43.
97.     Qur'an5:90.